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Abstract

A new phenomenon occurs in visual-art conference and journal paper
requirements. The contributors are asked to follow a certain editorial style.
Often seen in “Instructions to Contributors” is asking using APA style. However,
the resulted proceedings and journals have papers in different styles. The causes
are (1) difference exits when researchers interpret, translate, and apply the APA
manual in writing Chinese paper; (2) APA is based on “American English” and
“American culture”, which may not be completely suitable for “Chinese
environment” and “our culture”; (3) APA is based on “psychology”, which may
not be completely suitable for “visual arts”; (4) authors and editors and
publishers do not actually follow the regulation of the APA manual. This paper
would (1) introduce the “rising” of APA style and examine its problems of
suitability as applied in our country; (2) examine the significance and
importance of paper style to explain why it is necessary to edit a manual for
writers of visual-art paper; (3) render decision-making principles for editing the
manual; (4) propose a middle-course citation method. APA manual acts as a



bridge communicating authors, editors and publishers, and readers. The lack of
this bridge impedes the promotion of our publication quality. Therefore it is
necessary to edit a style manual of visual-art paper. This should require much
work and concern many issues. This paper may not discuss details due to
limited space; it focuses only on one of the APA’s most significant attributes—
the author-date system—to examine its applicability in field of visual-art paper
of our country; and, essentially, proposes a middle-course citation method.
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