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Abstract

It is argued that the present study is important to art education as it stresses
the significance of art students’ visual literacy and their ability to comprehend
the deeper symbolic meanings within an image. This study provides art students
with adequate prior knowledge of Frida Kahlo’s artworks to help them form a
stronger knowledge-base and to develop their interpretive skills of artworks.
Accordingly, this study examines the polysemic symbolization of Frida Kahlo’s
“agonized poetry”. The findings show that Kahlo attempted to avert chronic
feelings of fragmentation by using cohesive functions in order to reduce the
negative effects of personal tragedy and heartbreak. Kahlo’s motherhood
symbolization reveals her fragmented self as in her numerous depictions of
miscarriages and abortions, and in her fears of infertility. Her
ethno-symbolization underscores her role of a national motherhood figure.
Kahlo adopts the role of the Perfect Mother in her maternal relationship with
her infantile-like husband. Kahlo’s preoccupation with mirrored self portraits
reflects the separation phase with her mother and also underlines her
self-affirmation to her existence. Moreover, her agonized symbolization of
womanhood underscores her femininity, her desire to be loved, and as a woman
betrayed by those whom she most loved. Kahlo’s symbolization of flight
underpins her desire to be released from her agonized reality.

Keywords: fragmentation, identity, motherhood, symbolism, womanhood,
visual literacy

i

LRXERA "REBL HEMBENEEYE , RNBWNREBLREER
RENUARMAREERTHEBEREESR 2RI, ANREH/ERHEIE
% (Frida Kahlo ) EFIERIAE , RUEHSLEEZRBFNARER
UREBRHEMMANZREEL, At , AXRBARILE FE "BREFR.
MZEZRRE. MRERER  FRAREMHEAZLEIRBEREN
S8R UAREERREARBLERBIRNBE. EZRHERNE
URFAZNERY , FTRNERGORE  BEELRRTENEE , 1
ERFHARTFECABESNAG, HUTXSENAC , HREERER
o MEXKNERURDHN. BAKHE , EFNEEGRBREK
HSHERVHEREGR  RBEACIAFENEE, kA, FEY N
BOHN "BEREL BHEHZMENER. BEWEREKREMEES X
ERAN R AP EARE DB R RBBBOBER.

BASEE . xit, 2R, BB, 5o, RESHEN. KB



