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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to understand the process and meaning of the elementary and middle
school performing arts teachers’ knowledge transformation in a teachers’ in-service training
course. The research is analyzed from the perspectives of educational environment knowledge,
performing arts knowledge and teacher’s self-awareness knowledge. The research presents how
the teacher educator guides the teachers to transform their knowledge through strategies such
as awakening teacher’s awareness of the curriculum, describing teacher’s instinctive process
and cultivating rational discussion space. Data analysis includes pre-class questionnaires,
reflective homework, classroom observations, group discussions and reflective notes of the
researcher team. The results show that teachers’ knowledge toward the educational environment
and performing arts have changed to a certain degree after the course. After actual teaching in
their classes, teachers also experience a deeper awareness on the overall curriculum context
and design aspects from the analysis of the reflective notes and interviews. Especially from the
perspective of teacher’s self-awareness knowledge, most teachers reflect that they start to grasp

new understanding and personal meanings toward their own teaching beliefs.
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