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Abstract

The purpose of philosophical inquiry in music education is to interpret and critique
existing concepts, beliefs, and discourses to formulate new theories or establish a
theoretical basis for music education research. In this study, the synoptic approach to
philosophical inquiry was adopted to explore the core concepts of aesthetic education
proposed by Reimer and praxial philosophy proposed by Elliott. Because the synoptic
approach is rarely employed for critical and conceptual analyses, a “fusion of horizons”
was used to integrate discourses of critical pedagogy with music education philosophies
regarding the topics of “power”, *“ideology”, and “social justice” to facilitate the
convergence of theory and practice. The objectives of this study were as follows: (1) to
explore the concepts of aesthetic education proposed by Reimer and praxial philosophy
proposed by Elliott, providing music teachers with an understanding of music education
philosophy; and (2) to explore the implications and applications for music education
practice at schools in Taiwan by using a fusion of horizons to integrate aesthetic education,
praxial philosophy, and discourses of critical pedagogy.
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