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Abstract

The use of Conventions Approach with picture books has become a popular teaching mode of
Drama-in-Education in the early childhood education in Hong Kong. Drawing on the reader-
response theories, the author constructs a conceptual framework called “creative gaps.” This
framework includes six aspects and gradations of creative gaps which aims to evaluate the
opportunities and possibilities given to children to re-imagine, explore and retell the story in a
drama lesson. The author argues that teachers should identify the creative gaps of the picture
book when assigning and arranging appropriate drama conventions to teach. Through analyzing
20 teaching plans co-written by preschool teachers and drama artists, the author examines the
practice of this drama teaching approach collected from eight preschools in Hong Kong. The
results reveal that although the teachers could not totally break through the confinement of the
original text for open participation, the creative gaps identified in their teaching plans could
support young children to re-imagine and explore the story in various ways. Still, attempts were
made to facilitate the children to re-create the story through everyday experiences and to discuss
the social and moral messages in the story. In the end, the author suggests that teacher training
should put more emphasis on the knowledge and skills about analyzing and applying picture

books and creative gaps.
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