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Summary

The use of Conventions Approach with picture books has become a popular teaching mode 

of Drama-in-Education in early childhood education in Hong Kong. This integration is widely 

recognized and applied as a creative or innovative pedagogy. However, there is a lack of studies 

to evaluate the creativity of the actual teaching practice. This study seeks to develop a conceptual 

framework called “creative gaps” to serve this purpose. According to the reader response theories, 

the meanings of a text are never complete. Rather, there are always gaps open for readers’ 

responses and interpretations in their own ways. The application of Conventions Approach to 

dramatize a picture book basically requires teachers to firstly identify such gaps in the story and 

then to select and arrange appropriate drama conventions to engage and support the children to fill 

in those gaps. It in turn posits the children as co-authors in the dramatization and allows them to 

make use of their previous knowledge, everyday experiences and cultural identity to re-imagine 

and retell the story in the process. 

Based on the teaching strategies for using the drama conventions to dramatize ten classic tales 

in Heinig’s (2001) Improvisation with favorite tales: Integrating drama into the reading/writing 

classroom, the author has constructed a framework of six aspects and gradations which include 

warm-up activities, e.g., theatre games; (1) dramatizing the concrete content and the explicit 

meanings of the story; (2) dramatizing the ambiguous and unclear areas of the story; (3) imagining 

what could be suggested but is untold in the story; (4) introducing alternative perspectives; (5) 

adding to the story new characters from the real world; and (6) exploring the social and moral 
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meanings of the story. This framework was used to identify the creative gaps in 20 teaching plans 

collected from 8 preschools in Hong Kong. The results can help us to evaluate the openness and 

creativity of the teaching plans. 

These 20 teaching plans were drawn from a drama partnership project which aimed to promote 

the use of picture books and Conventions Approach of drama-in-education in the preschools in 

Hong Kong. The partnership project required drama artists to provide on-site support and training 

in knowledge and skills of drama and in drama education to the preschool teachers, and later 

to co-plan and co-teach drama lessons together with those teachers. Their teaching plans offer 

insights into the application of Conventions Approach in the Hong Kong educational context. 

A context analysis was used to analyze the 20 co-written teaching plans. Interviews with the 

teachers and artists were also conducted to verify the data.

The results reveal that there were in total 270 theatre games and drama conventions applied and 

arranged but their distribution within the framework of creative gaps is uneven. The details of the 

distribution are as follows: warm-up activities, e.g., theatre games (52, 19%); (1) dramatizing the 

concrete content and the explicit meanings of the story (95, 35%); (2) dramatizing the ambiguous 

and unclear areas of the story (60, 22%); (3) imagining what could be suggested but is untold in 

the story (41, 15%); (4) introducing alternative perspectives (16, 6%); (5) adding new characters 

from the real world (2, 1%); and (6) exploring the social and moral meanings of the story (4, 2%). 

The results show that although the teaching plans could not break through the confinement of the 

original text for open participation, the creative gaps identified could facilitate young children to 

explore the story in various ways. Still, attempts were made to facilitate the children to re-create 

the story through everyday experiences and to discuss the social and moral messages in the story. 

Based on these findings, the author suggests that teacher training should put more emphasis 

on the knowledge in picture book instruction, and on the techniques for analyzing and designing 

creative gaps so that teachers can facilitate children to creatively and imaginatively explore, 

interpret and retell the story used.
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