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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore trending styles of different textbook editions in Taiwan
and Japan, in order to provide a basis for the design of aesthetic textbooks. Study samples
were taken from national language textbooks published by three major domestic textbook
publishers, Kang Hsuan, Nan Yi Book, and Han Lin, for the first semester of elementary
school in compliance with the 108 Curriculum Guidelines, as well as their three corresponding
counterparts published by Tokyo Shoseki, Kyoiku-Shuppan, and Mitsumura Tosho in Japan.
Taking into consideration of aesthetic style design elements, and design trends of national
language textbooks in Taiwan and Japan, style design checklists were created by referring to the
relevant literature and expert discussions in order to investigate the classification and distribution
of design elements in textbooks. The collected data were subjected to percentage statistics and
content analysis to compare design elements and style characteristics of textbooks published in
Taiwan and Japan. Results of this study indicate that while Taiwanese textbooks covering new
curriculum guidelines have their own unique methods to express style, there are many valuable
components of Japanese textbook aesthetics and design to learn from, such as cover, binding,
layout, illustration, and text designs. We hope this study becomes a supporting point for research
on the comprehensive aesthetic design of everyday objects and to popularize the development of

art education.
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