
Research in Arts Education (2022), 44, 81-126.
DOI:10.6622/RAE.202212_(44).0003

124　Paper accepted September 30, 2022

A Comparative Content Analysis of Aesthetic Style 
Design in Elementary School Grade One Textbooks of 

National Language in Taiwan and Japan

Yen-Ching Lin1

Summary

Over the years, according to the vision and culture of different countries, educational policies 

have been regarded as an important basis on which to cultivate the basic literacy and integrity 

of populations. This demonstrates the core characteristics of education that are valued now. The 

educational vision and general direction of Taiwan’s Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic 

Education focuses on core competencies and expects that today’s education will imbue students 

with the knowledge, ability, and attitude to adapt to life nowadays and face future challenges. 

This is similar to the concept of Japan’s instructional guidelines in 2008 and 2018. In addition 

to dedicating efforts so students may develop the ability to live well and face the future head on, 

students will also learn how to communicate and interact with others in a diverse society. At the 

same time, having a basic understanding for artistic creation and appreciation, promoting the 

development of a multi-sensory approach, and cultivating an aesthetic experience in the living 

environment are listed as specific goals within the core competencies for student during primary 

school. This shows that aesthetic cognition and experience is indeed one of the integral qualities 

to be cultivated in students’ education.

There has been a systematic approach to textbook instruction in Taiwan for many years. 

While domestic studies on textbook teaching and curriculum development are abundant, relevant 

literature exploring aesthetics and form design is scarce. In addition to the similarities in the 

textbook accreditation systems of Taiwan and Japan, Japanese textbooks are often referred to 
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while developing aesthetic design in Taiwan. However, specific elements of design have yet to 

be discussed adequately. Aside from fine art, the cultivation of aesthetic education must also 

include the aesthetics of everyday objects. Textbooks are an excellent entry point to help achieve 

the curriculum goal of affective learning. Therefore, this study compares the national language 

textbooks of Taiwan and Japan from the perspective of comprehensive style and design.

The purpose of this study is to explore the trending styles of different textbook editions in 

Taiwan and Japan, to serve as a basis for designing aesthetic textbooks. Study samples were taken 

from national language textbooks published by three major domestic textbook publishers, Kang 

Hsuan, Nan Yi Book, and Han Lin, for the first semester of elementary school in compliance 

with the 108 Curriculum Guidelines, as well as their three corresponding counterparts published 

by Tokyo Shoseki, Kyoiku-Shuppan, and Mitsumura Tosho in Japan. The relevant literature and 

expert discussion were consulted to create style design checklists to investigate the classification 

and distribution of design elements in textbooks. The collected data were subjected to percentage 

statistics and content analysis. This allowed the study to compare design elements and style 

characteristics of textbooks published in Taiwan and Japan, while also obtaining similarities and 

differences to facilitate discussion and reveal areas for improvement.

Results of this study show that the Taiwanese textbooks under new curriculum guidelines 

have their own unique styles of expression, but Japanese textbooks still have a lot to offer in terms 

of aesthetics and design, whether in terms of cover, binding, layout, illustration, and text designs. 

Here are recommendations for the style design of a good elementary school national language 

textbook: (1) the texts, illustrations, and layout of the cover should be properly designed; (2) 

consider adjusting the page proportion for aesthetics; (3) double-spreads and situational pages 

inside the cover can guide functions; (4) enhance the ratio of empty space and the rate of jumping 

between image and text, while reducing the text-to-image ratio; (5) improve the richness of image 

types, media selection, and expression form of illustrations; (6) create diverse array characters, 

but ensure that they are relevant to the learning content; (7) typeface unity is important, avoid 

using too many fonts; (8) reduce font size and increase line spacing to achieve reading comfort 

from the typesetting; and (9) use interactive design and paper processing prudently, and reduce 

the paper weight to increase the layout area and lower costs. Although the suggestions above are 

based on the premise of aesthetic design, they must still be closely tied in with the subjects and 

units in the learning material, while using learning objectives as the basis for design.

The key to nurturing aesthetic development lies in more than just its implementation in 

curriculum planning. It is a lifelong learning process that requires immersion, hands-on experience, 
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and perception in order to eventually integrate into part of one’s personality. In Taiwan, textbooks 

are the primary vehicle of instruction, so improving the aesthetics and usability of textbooks is 

an excellent entry point for cultivating aesthetic literacy and experience. In this manner students 

can not only read, but also develop an interest in the subject, and thus grow to enjoy the learning 

process. In addition to providing further academic research and serve as a reference for practical 

design, we hope this study to become a starting point for research on comprehensive aesthetic 

style design of everyday objects such as textbooks, and helps make art education more popular.
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